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Obviously the

t. Nationals are the top-strength

“class for this season with the 700-900s already losing

that new look. ' Tofhave 50 boats out and another 20
spare helmsmen watching on a bleak day says a lot for
a class and the keenness.

i i me’ to a story about Nationals. It is
er of N.999 has named his boat Dial
and the owner of N.1000 is trying to think of an apt
name too. Also dikely to reach the *‘Arabian Nights
Class” this year the Fireflies who are only 100 num-
bers or so behind the Nationals.
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The increasing interest being taken in the 12 ft. class
was also the highlight of discussion at Abbey S.C.’s an-
nual general meeting at Abingdon. A large number of
members and visitors were present. - Secretary Mr.
Graham Stevens reported a satisfactory 1950 season
during which the club had prospered in every direction.

Membership had! shown considerable increase to 100,
racing had been well supported and a number of interest-
ing craft brought into the club. Treasurer Miss Ruth

. Shepherd disclosed that the club’s finances are in a very

sound state. -

There will be more than 40 craft at the club this
season with 16 nationals and three Fireflies in the 12 ft.
class in addition to the Scow and general handicap
classes. e

Racing takes place on Sunday throughout the season
which starts on April 1. Informal racing was held at
Easter. An ambitious programme, I am told, includes
team races, a regatta, picnic cruises and the club’s major
-event of the y&ar, the annual invitation meeting. A party

of D\;\tch visitors will be entertained by Abbey early this
month.

Officers are: Commodore, Mr. E. Pudsey Dawson;
Vice-Commodore, Mr. G. L. Thatcher; Rear-Commodore,

Col. A. M. Hidden; Hon. Secretary, Mr. C. I. G. Stevens,

1 Bayworth, nr. Abingdon, Berks; Hon. Treasurer, Miss
Ruth Shepherd. Committee: Messrs. J. M. Taphouse,
L. W. Davey, Dr. J. S. Thewlis. Sail Measurer, Mr. G.
L. Thatcher. Keeper of Bo's'n's Store, Mrs. Stevens.
Hon. Press Secretary, J. P. M. Wilkes.
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Encouraging more young blood and an assured revenue
of future helmsmen and women, Desborough introduced
cadet membership at 15s. and no-entrance fee at this
year's annual mecting. The club now has three classes
of membership—the cadets (under 18), junior membership
(18-21 years) paying 3ls. 6d. and 10s. entry fec and
senior membershg; paying 2 gn. and 1 gn. entry fee. ~

A swop round in the ogxns brought Mr. A. H.
Roberts, founder commodore, back to his office. Last
year’s commodore, Mr. T. S. Ellice Clark, was made
president. Other officers are Mr. B. Westwood (vice-
commodore), Mr. T. A. Perry, 0.B.E., T.D. (rear-commo-
dore), Miss B. Spalding (hon. secretary), Mr. M. Sayers
(hon. sailing secretary), Mr. J. A. Robinson (hon.
treasurer). -
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1 attended the fitting-out supper of the Converted Cruiser
Club aboard the barge Three Seas at Isleworth on March 17
and a full report of this function will appear in the May
notes.

J.B.

(Beken & Sow

READY FOR LAUNCHING: AMOKURA, 24 TON SHIPHERD-DESIGNED YAWL, AND WIND STAR, 29 TON
BMU. CUTTER, IN GROVES & GUTTRIDGE'S SHED, COWES
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